














ACE/NETC 2009 Speakers

ACE/NETC 2009 to feature Paxton Williams as Gary Hermance Speaker

This year’s Gary Hermance speaker at the
ACE/NETC conference in Des Moines
will be the executive director of the George
Washington Carver Birthplace District
Association, Paxton Williams.

George Washington Carver was lowa State
University’s first African American student
and faculty member. Renowned for devel-
oping innovative uses for a variety of agri-
cultural crops such as peanuts, soybeans and
sweet potatoes, Carver’s legacy at lowa State
is even more than academic achievement.
He was an accomplished musician, artist,
orator, athletic trainer and student leader.

hopeful that number will increase with a
new visitor’s center. One of his goals is to
make the Carver National Monument a des-
tination spot for tourists.

“I have the opportunity to create something
lasting, all while getting the chance to pro-
mote Dr. Carver’s legacy,” Williams said.
“Every day I go to work, I get to walk where
he walked as a child. It’s a nice setting to be
inspired.”

Williams will give the Gary Hermance
address at the ACE/NETC luncheon on
Sunday, June 7.

Williams, a 2000 Iowa State
graduate, came to the univer-
sity as a Carver Scholar. For
his honors project, Williams
wrote “Listening to the Still
Small Voice: The Life and
Works of George Washington
Carver,” a one-man play that
he has performed more than
50 times. Williams has said he
likes to use the arts to create

an inclusive community and

help bring people together.
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Approximately 65,000 people
visit the Carver National Mon-
ument every year. Williams is

Paxton Williams takes on the character of George Washin t8n

Carver as he presents his one-man play, “Listening to the $till mglj
Voice,” about the life and works of Carver during the dedic
the Seed Sciences Center Carver Sculpture at lowa State YnivEfgiensitive to people’s feelings.

The Hermance Speaker is presented
at every ACE annual meeting in
memory and honor of former ACE
President Gary Hermance. This
speaker presents a topic in Her-
mance’s memory representing some
of his unique character and person-
ality. The speaker represents creativity,
innovation, determination, humor or
inspiration.

A Miami native, Hermance served
as associate director of the Univer-
sity of Florida’s Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences information
unit. He joined ACE in 1978. During
his time with ACE, he was presented
with the ACE Pioneer Award and
an Award of Excellence for graphic
design. He served as ACE president in
1992. Hermance died in April 1993
before completing his term in office.

Hermance was outgoing and very
friendly to everyone he met — espe-
cially to new ACE members. He was
an inspiration to many who knew
him because he found ways to bring
the best in people. He had a
erful sense of humor but was
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National figure on leadership and the arts to speak at ACE/NETC

Author, poet and consultant James Autry,
who is considered a national authority on
leadership thinking and promotion of the
arts, will be a featured speaker at the 2009
ACE/NETC conference in Des Moines.

Autry formerly served as the senior vice pres-
ident of Meredith Corporation and president
of its magazine group. When he decided to
retire early from Meredith in 1991, Autry
was regarded as one of the most successful
and respected magazine publishing execu-
tives in America. In 1989, he was named
Magazine Executive of the Year by the

Association for
Education in Jour-
nalism and Mass
Communications.

Autry, the author
of 10 books, is an
active, much-in-
demand speaker
and executive
coach. His book,
“Love and Profit,
The Art of Caring Leadership,” was pub-
lished in six languages and won the presti-

gious Johnson, Smith and Knisely Award as
the book that contributed the most to execu-
tive thinking in 1992. A related video won a
Telly Award in the training category.

His other books include “Life and Work:
A Manager’s Search for Meaning”; “Con-
fessions of an Accidental Businessman” (a
finalist in the Global Business Book Awards);
“Real Power: Business Lessons From the Tao
Te Ching” (a collaboration with Stephen
Mitchell); and “The Servant Leader.” He
currently has two new books, “The Book of
Hard Choices” and “Looking Around for



God: Oddly Reverent Observations of An
Unconventional Christian.”

Autry has been instrumental in shaping the
field of service journalism. He worked to
establish service journalism chairs at the
University of Mississippi and the University
of Missouri. Upon his retirement, Meredith
Corporation established a journalism schol-
arship fund in his name at the University of
Mississippi.

In 1979, President Jimmy Carter appointed
Autry to serve on the national advisory com-
mittee for the White House Conference on
Families. In the mid 1980s, he was presi-
dent of the Institute for the Advancement
of Health. In 1982, he served as president
of the Des Moines Symphony Association,
and in 1990 he co-founded the Des Moines
National Poetry Festival.

An accomplished poet, Autry’s work
has appeared in many anthologies and

magazines. He received national attention
when he was one of the poets featured in Bill
Moyers’ special series on PBS, “The Power
of the Word,” in 1989. Moyers also featured
Autry in his 1995 book, “The Language of
Life.” Autry’s work has been featured on
Garrison’s Keillor’s “The Writer’s Almanac”
on National Public Radio. Autry serves on
the national Advisory Board of Poets &
Writers, Inc.

ACE Leadership Institute hosts midyear session in Atlanta

In its second year, the ACE Leadership
Institute continues to build leaders and
improve professionalism among our mem-
bership. In October, this year’s class of
ACE Leadership Institute participants met
in Adlanta for their midyear session. Kelly
Phipps, coordinator of the ALI, said the
second session was designed to give par-
ticipants some specific feedback on their
leadership styles, and to focus on the skills
necessary to lead an effective project team.

“The objective was for each participant
to have a clear sense of what their unique
leadership development plan should
include, and a clear sense of direction for
the project they are leading,” he said. “This
year’s participants have made great prog-
ress on their leadership projects, and came
to the second session with lots of specific
questions. This made it possible for us to
adapt the schedule as needed to cover the
topics of interest to participants.”

“It gave us an opportunity to get to know
each other better and really focus on our
learning,” said Sandi Alswager Karstens of
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. “The
environment was perfect for learning.
We were able to have great discussions.
In addition, all members have made great

connections that we will have forever.”

Seth Subramanian, programmer with
Kansas State University, said the conflict
management session was most beneficial
to him.

“Conflict is something you see in every
part of your life, and the session on conflict
management taught us how to deal with
them effectively.”

As part of the ACE Leadership Institute,
each participant is challenged to develop a
project and use it as a means to apply the
leadership techniques they are learning.
These projects should fit in with the par-
ticipant’s normal job responsibilities and
encourage them to branch out into new
areas. This year’s projects include:

e informational kiosks in hardware stores
with extension information

* development of a communication skills
academy

e creation of a diversity guidebook for
graphic artists

* implementation of an e-commerce site
for extension

* development of an organization style
guide

e creation of a crisis communications plan

Karstens said she is benefiting not only
from the sessions, but also from the project.

“The ALI has helped me to work better in
teams, lead teams and conduct meetings,”
she said. “For my project, I am doing a
crisis communications plan for the news
section of our unit. This also has allowed
me to learn more from my mentor about
crisis communications and how all univer-
sity communicators work together.”

Subramanian encouraged others to par-

ticipate in the ACE Leadership Institute.

“ALl s a great professional opportunity for
any individual who wants to identify and
nurture their leadership skills,” he said.

Don’t forget: March 1, 2009, is the dead-
line to apply for the 2009-2010 ACE
Leadership Institute. Go to http://www.
aceweb.org/institute for more information

and application forms.

Linda Sleichter
Kansas State University

Isleicht@ksu.edu

In Memoriam

John Chaney, an LSU AgCenter area com-
municator and ACE member, died Tuesday,
Dec. 2, at the age of 58. Chaney served
the AgCenter for more than 30 years. He
was instrumental in working with central

Louisiana media outlets to provide coverage
of the AgCenter and other events related to
agriculture. His photography was featured
by area media outlets and in AgCenter pub-
lications. In 2007, Chaney was recognized at

the National Association of County Agricul-
tural Agents with the Distinguished Service
Award. He is survived by his wife, Sandra, a
daughter, April, and a son, Brad.
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® B Association for Communication Excellence
Membership Application

If you are joining ACE for the first time, please complete this form and return it to:
ACE Headquarters, University of Florida, PO. Box 110811, Gainesville, FL 32611; Fax: 352/392-8583

Title:

Name:

University/Agency/Firm:

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: Fax:

E-mail:

Select your membership type. For help in determining which membership is right for you, please visit www.aceweb.org. With the exception of
student/recent graduate memberships, all first-year memberships are $50.

Active (Any person whose duties relate to communicating about agriculture, natural resources, life sciences, or human sciences or who has a
professional interest in communications related to those areas)

Institutional (For active memberships paid by an institution)

Student/Recent Graduate (For full-time undergraduate or graduate students and those who have graduated within the last two years. Dues for
full-time students and persons in their first year after graduation are $25. Dues in the second year after graduation are $50. In the third year after
graduation, members are considered active members and pay full dues.) Year in which you graduated or will graduate

Charter (For the designated representative of a charter country; all persons in that country who qualify for membership receive affiliate member

status.) Name of country applying for charter status:

Special Interest Group (SIG) Choices

__ Academic Programs __ Information Technologies ___ Photography
__ Distance Education and Instructional Design _ International ___ Publishing
___Diversity __ Leadership and Management __ Research
__ FElectronic Media __ Marketing __ Writing
__ Graphic Design __ Media Relations
Payment Information

Check enclosed (payable to ACE) Check number: Credit card Visa MasterCard
Card number: Expiration:
Name as it appears on card:
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